PREACHING AT THE FAIR.	277
and are required in the preparation of tea for the market.
Military officers on leave and travellers from the plains
are present from the double motive of seeing this strange
gathering and of purchasing ponies.
For many years Mr. Budden, accompanied by native
Christians, has been in the habit of going to this mela,
and I have been happy to help him and his brethren
when opportunity has been given to me. A colporteur
has been present with his wares, and succeeds in selling
at a small price portions of the Scriptures and tracts.
An amusing instance of indecision occurred at the book-
stall the last time I was present. A man had purchased
a Gospel. He came back saying he was told by his
people that he would certainly become a Christian if he
took that book to his village, and he laid down the book
on the stall and asked for his money. The colporteur
refused to cancel the sale, and the man was surely per-
plexed, reluctant to lose both his money and that for
which the money was paid. At last he walked away
with the book, the colporteur assuring him it would do
him only good.
We took our stand at different parts of the mela, and
spoke to all willing to hear. Many speedily passed on,
but a number remained for some time, as if desirous to
know what this new religion was. Now and then we
encountered pundits, and if they were at all reasonable
we were pleased with their presence and opposition, as a
colloquy with them greatly quickened the interest of the
people. On one occasion, after skirmishing with some
pundits, it was arranged they were to meet us at a fixed
hour for discussion. Our Christian party were present
at the appointed place and hour, but our pundit friends
did not put in an appearance. Our going, however, was

